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"A band to keep an eye and an ear open for", thus wrote John
Peel about SWEGAS in September, Since then this eight piece
outfit, with their four brassnmen front line, hkave cut their
first albun and single on the TREND label., The sirgle,
written by tkhe band, titled "What Ya Gonmne Do", is released
on Decenmber 11ith, 1970, and the albun, "Child of Light",
will be on release in early January 1971.

For those who didn't study encient Engligh,

we ghbould explain that the name SWEGAS is as
explanatory of this band as the nene Beatles
was of the Liverpool four, "Sweg" is the
Anglo~Saxon word for "Sound, noise or melody".
There are several plural forns, one of then
"SWEGAS".

The skeleton of SWEGAS was formed nearly two years ago. In
the first year there were over fifty personnel changes, the
nucleus searching not only for talented nusicians but also
people with the right pergomnality and the nusical |
inclinations,

In the last twelve months, however, there kave becen only

two personnel changes., The band found a new drunpmer and a
trunpeter to replece one of the originacl nembers who returned
0o pugical college.

Twelve nonths ago SWEGAS signed a nanagenment contract with
Barry Claaa,

EUROPEAN SUCCESS

The band has nade several hLighly successful European tours,
and hove been acclained in European capitals from Calo to
Rome as being the finest Lrass line-—up jnzz/rock outfit in
Europe.

At festivals and clubs pronoters and fans have welconed then
and re-~booked the band on the apot.

In Rone; for example, they headed the bill at & festival at
the 2,000 years old Caracallas Roman Baths, and were the only
band from whon the 15,000-strong audience called for four
encores, :
Also in the ancient city, & club owner, not exactly reknowned
for his gencrosity, broke open eight bottles of chanpagne -
one for each nenber of the band - after the first night of

8 week residency. The residency was extended a further week
with nightly packed houses, and further bouts of "bubbly"
fron the clubd cwner,
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Cn another occasion, at a festival in Constanz, Germany,
SYEGAS seemed to prove the gaying "the sun shines on the
righteous", Bands on both days of the festival played in
torrential rein and some were even rained off, When it
cane to the time for SWEGAS to play, however, on both days
the rain pmiraculously stopped and tke sun shone!

Eaving made a sizable inpression on the Continent, SWEGAS
returned to London in September 1970, Froe their first
London club date at the Speakeasy they were offered
NINETEEN other London club bookings.

Playing one of these dates at Upstairs at Ronnie Scott's
they received praise fron Warren ("A1f Garnett") Mitchell,
Eric Burden's War, Jon Hendricks, and nany top jazz
mugicians, not leaat of all Ronnie Scott hinself who has
given then an open invitation to play at the club whenever
they are free,

SWEGAS write nost of their music collectively - with ideas
coning from one or another - and rely on extremely conplex
arrengenents with rkytbo gsection, They feature two lead
singers (the lead guitarist and organist) but insist that
their nusiec is purely for ernjoyment and carries no hidden
nessage.
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For further inforpation please contact:

RGD EARROD - 01-727 3505
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Keith Strachan - Grgaa/piano/vocals
Stuart Yilkinson - Guitar/vocals
Roy Prunan — Bass
Billy EHogan ~ Druns
Nick Ronai - Tronbone

Ron Shillingford - Tenor/soprano/flute
Jdohn Legg - Baratene/alto/flute

John Macnicol - Trunpet
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